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Oral health promotion for disabled people in Kingdom of Tonga in 2011
Mami Endoh"?, Sayuri Kawamura'® Yoshimi Iida'?® Chizuru Suzuki®? Shiori Otuka'® Kohji Kawamura'?

'South Pacific Medical Team, Kawaguchi, Japan
Department of Oral care and Rehabilitation, Kyushu Dental College, Kitakyushu, Japan
*Kawamura Dental Office, Kawaguchi, Japan

The South Pacific Medical Team, a voluntary group organised by Japanese dentists, has worked
to improve oral health in Kingdom of Tonga since 1998. Our team have also supported for disabled
people in two institutions for the disabled or the special class at a primary school in Tongatapu
Island since 2005. We contacted with national hospital for dyspagia patients in 2011. The program
for the disabled has been promoted by the Tongan dental team from dental office of the Ministry
of Health.

We offered the dental check up, dental education, (re) habilitations of eating, and donated
toothbrushes and other necessities, distributing questionnaires about consciousness

We have the relationship of mutual trust and good cooperation with them by long term activities.
We hope this program is performed by self-reliance among Tongan people
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